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BUGGERIE...Ii 
| Laid to his Charge. 1 


Being a True Narrative of a Strange and Admirable Paſſage of 
|". Gods Providence in the Reprieve of Thomas Rivers Gardner, living ' i 

| .* at St.Giles in Southampron Buildings ; who being Ind;Qed for | 
| Buggering his Apprentice Henry Wells, a Lad about 15 years ot 1} 
age, was condemned on Friday che 13. of this inſtant December, = 
2: arthe Old-Bayly Seffions, and drawn to Tyburn the Wednſday fol- n 
.”. Jowing, about 10 a clock; where being tied up, the Lad and his 
Mother being preſent, they declare che wrong they bad-done him; 

_  whothereupon was Reprieved, 

Alſothe paſlages between the Mafter and Servant when brought back, 


Written hy ene who was an Eve and Ear Witneſs, L965 
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Innocency R eprieved) 
OR 


The Gardener at the Gal.ows, for 
Bupgery laid to his charge. 


Cannor ſtand ro make any preface to the enſuing | 
Narrative, in regard T am confined in my time, - ny 
and to one ſheet of paper ,, I ſhall therefore apply 
my ſelf to inform the Reader of whar I had trom - 
his own mouth, who is the SubjeR of this cnſu- 
iag Diſcourſe. 7 homas Rivers Gardner, aged about 
27 years, dwelling in South-bampton buildings in Yint- 
frees took an Apprentice or Servant, whoſe name is 
| Henry wells, a Lad about 15 Years old'y the ſaid Rivers 
having married a Wife above Two years before, and 1 
brought her out « f /reland,, which.is a womati of 'an i 
honeſt and fimple behaviour. This boy ran away from | 
his Maſter about 3 Months ago, and beidg a Lad of, a 
prompt wit and confidence, ſpent much of his time a- 
bout Birds z which Mr. &ivers wife alſo delighted is, 
and occaſioned her, when he was with'them, *ro altfow - K1 
him ſomething! forthe keeping of them : and" woutd - 
£ up and down the fields to rake his pleaſure, Bur. 
the {aid Rivers abour ewo months after this Ladrin'#- = 
| > I A 3 | way, 
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way, underſtanding he was with his Mother, obrained 
ewo Warrants to apprehend him, and bring him-home 
again; the laſt whereof he ſerved upon him with his 
own hands, about 3 weeks or a month ago, and had the 
Boy beforea Juſtice; were bring come, he ſwore, 
That the occaſion of his running away from his ſaid Maſter, 
was, betauſe ht had ſeveral times Bugger'd him, Upon 
which Oath the (aid Rivers was committed to the Gate- 
bouſe, where he remained about 16 days, and when the 
laſt Seſſions was inthe 01d Bayly, December 11, x667 he 
was brought from thence to N wgate, and from thence 
to his Trial at the Old Bayly. There camethis Lad and 
ſwore againſt him, That hi ſaid Maſſer Thomas Kivers, 
did one time when hu Miſtreſs was forth, invite him the ſaid 
Henry Wells ito bed to him, and asked if he were cold, 

which he ſaid he was, an1 then and there he Bugger'd him, 

' and Emter'd his body , and that after that he took bim in the 

Cellar, and tied him up by the two w:iſts , and there abuſed 

him , \and alſo that upon a Sunday after, the ſaid Muſter 

zook bim ont into the fields, and did the lie une him ater 

h: had boand h m, 

There came in behalf of Mr. Kiwers the Gardener, 
ewo or three Witne fles, :7. the Conſt. ble, the Beadle, 
and a Neighbour, the ewo former did aſſert, That they 
witepreſeat when the Maſter apprehended the Boy, and had 
him tore the Fuſtice, and that then the Boy ſeore, He had 
Bugeerd him eight times, The other ſpake to his con- 
yerlation and living, mhich, he ſaid, was barmleſi and 
ennecent;, the, ſaid Rivers being of 4 wery ſoftly d;ſpofition 
and natare, all thi> took not away the Boy's Evi- 
dence, which he t&&clared with fo much confidence, and 
aoſwering all QbjeRions, that the ſaid Thomas Aivers 
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was brought in Guilty on Friday the 13, day of i DN 
ſtant December, 1667. and accordingly was condenwh 
ro be hanged ar 7yburn, (the common place of Exec 


tion) for the ſaid Fat. Between the Sentence and che ; | 
Execution, the Miniſter of the place, Mr. welden, was ' 


often with him, and-after many ſerious Exhorrations, 
did perſuade him to confeſs his Fat, and thereby give 
Glory to God, whoſe Juſtice had brovght him to thar 
fignat Puniſhmens, Burt Mr, Rivers (tilt perfiſted on 
his Innocency, and the burden of all ſtili was, 7hat be 
w45 48 Innocent from the Fatt as the Child unborn, | And 
notwithſtanding his' remorſe and Repentance, which 
was kindly and good, for all his fo mer fins, but ob- 
ſerving that this had no Imprefſton at al. upon him: pur 
Mr. #welden, the Miniſter, (whoſe prudent Induſtry in 
ehis thing is much to be commended)upon a more ſtrict 


| Examination of the Boy 53 which accordingly he did, 
having ſent for him an $»:day, and at other times,found 


the Boy ſtill in the ſame Story : Some of the Keepers 
alſo raking the Lad ro task, yer could not find him vary 
one word from what he ha 1 ſworn at the Court. 

And now the Fatal day of Mr, Rivers Execution is 
come, which was on wedneſday the 18, day of this in- 
ſtant December, 1667, He being prepared rodie, was 
put into the Cart that Morning, about 10 of the clock, 
and fo guirded away to Tybarn. | Bur ſtill God was 


. pleaſed co pur it upon the heart of Mr. weldes, the Mi- 


niſter of Newgate, to fend one of the Keepers again for 
this Boy, who was brought accordingly, and carried to 
the #hite- Hart Tavern in Smithfield, and there again ex- 
amincd andexhorred in the Fear of God, That if he had 
fworn falfl againſt his Maſter, that he would then and 
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_ theredeclare'ir. But Rill ah Boy perſiſted in his re- 
port; aad whereas it was obſerved before by the Mini- | 
ſtec. aud the Keeper, that che Boys Mother, whoſe name 
is Wels, and alſo others of his Kihdred did uſe to whi- | 
' Iperco him, either bc fore: or afrer they had ex2Tined 
him: Mr. welden fingles him out from them, and cakes 
him intoa Coach with himlelt and Keeper, and fo he | 
accompanied his Maſter co the Gallows ; yet all this 
while he did not diſcoyer the leaſt remorſe of heart, 
Þc£ang allgame to the place of Execution, Mr, Rivers 
15 Tycd upto the Gallows, and here having made his 
laſt Speech and Prayer, he now waited for the Fatal 
Turn that ſhould turn him into Eternity z ard now was 
the laſt time that this Lad had to confeſs his Error, 
which accordingly he did, being in the ſame Cart 
where the Priſoner was to be Turned Over. The Mi- 
niſter rold him, that now was the laſt time he had co 
Declare his Conſcience, and. the truth of the FaQ; 
The..Lad ſeeing his Maſter now upon the brink of 
De.th, and his Cap ready to be pulled down - ver his * 
Eyes; crycg out, that he had wronged his Maſter, and 
' ſworn falſly againſt him, the Miniſter hearing that, bid 
him dite@ his Speech to the People, which accordingly 
he did, and declared to them that were Specta ors: thar 
he was Forſworn, which the Boys Mother alſo did ar 
the place of Execution z upon which, the Ordinary 
(having Order before, if the Boy did Deny 1) raking 
notice, preſently diſpatcht one of the Sheriffs Officers, 
with one of- the [Keepers ro* the Kimgs Adaj*jty 5, who 
immedindy Riding to white-hall, found his Mijclty at 
Dinner, ghey Declared to his Majeſty rhe whole Bu- 
fincls, whereypoa his Majeſty was gratiouſly pleaſed ©o 
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Order them forthwith ro return back with all baſt, and' 
Reprieve the Priſoner, and nor ſtay for merhad'2ing it, 
leaſt it ſhould be too late, And now the Meſſenger 
of Life being come tothe Place, which is ro the Prifo- 
ner a5 a ReſurreQion fromthe D. ad, where he was un-' 
tied from che Gallows, and brovgte back again or 
Horſe-back behind one of the Officers, with the Halter 
about his Neck, the Officer having the «nd of it in his 
ft>Halbcard-hand, they alighted-at ene Tavern, 
- with the Guard, where EANeEMmts nt | 
i and his Friend, who again asked him Forgiveneſs, to 
whom he mcekl, ſaid the Ld forgive ye u, for I do, 
and being dc fired to drinka Glaſs of Wine, .he 100k 
only one Glaſs, and then refleted again upon ſome 
paſſages of his own Life, repeating what he choughe 
had been amiſs in himſelf , he could net-eatbrormende-- 
any ple ſure he had been elie addited' unto, unleſs it 
were Ringing , which being ſtill with the Rope abour 
his Neck, and the Nooſe under his Ear, as it was put by 
the Exccutione', ſyme of the Con:pany thought that 
might put hjm mare than ordinary in.mind of its 
From thence he w 5 conveyed unto Newgate, where. 
he now remains; and ſeveral of his Friends and: 
Neigt-bours being with himthe next morning, and diſ- 
courfing with him a cur divers things, d$concerning 
the Fat - unco which he anſwered, he thanked God 
he was nev=r {o much as rempred to it: Alſo concerning 
his Dgath, and what thoughts he had gohgpþeghey | 
he ſhould be Turned off, He anſwered, that he h2 
'thoughes of Dying ; but withal, a very grear impreſs * 
vpon his mind, that his Innocency, as to that thing, 
would be c/eared up before, orat his Death, which he. 
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